Cancer drug trial designed by PHHP faculty wins international award
Findings of the trial, designed by John Kairalla, Ph.D., represent the biggest breakthrough in childhood cancer treatment in decades, and the drug has already become the new global standard. Read more	Comment by Pease, Jill: Hi Erin, should we include John Kairalla’s name in the blurb since we highlight Lednicky and Kates? Maybe it could say something like “Findings of the trial, designed by John Kairalla,…”
UF expert explains measles as U.S. outbreaks hit 1,000 cases
How is measles transmitted? Who is at risk of severe complications? PHHP virologist John Lednicky, Ph.D., answers these questions and more. Read more
Frederick Kates receives 2025 UF Career Influencer Award
The award recognizes a faculty member who has championed the career development of students through collaboration or mentorship. Read more
At NASA, PHHP alumna zooms out on public health
Since 2019, triple Gator Helena Chapman has supported a team that monitors Earth from above, logging environmental data to aid in public health surveillance and disease reporting. Read more
OTD students achieve 100% pass rate on licensing exam
All 58 O.T.D. students who took the National Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy exam in 2024 passed and became licensed occupational therapists. Read more
Catching up with Emily DeRuyter, virus investigator and One Health Ph.D. student
She is the first author on two recent papers describing the discovery of previously undocumented viruses. Read more
PHHP awards inaugural aging in place research grants
The UF Office of Research has provided the college funding to launch a new internal funding program to support the development of science-backed strategies to better enable Floridians to age safely in their homes. Seven PHHP scientists have been awarded grants to investigate a range of conditions that affect older adults. Read more
MPH student selected for national Quell Foundation scholarship
The foundation focuses on eliminating the stigma surrounding mental illness by fostering open dialogue and expanding access to resources. Only 40 students nationwide receive the scholarship. Read more
Registration is open for PHHP’s Alumni Reunion Tailgate
PHHP would like to invite you to join us for our Alumni Reunion Tailgate on Oct. 18. There will be food, games, music and fun for the whole family prior to the Florida Gators taking on the Mississippi State Bulldogs at Ben Hill Griffin Stadium. Register now to reserve your space! Read more
Alumni updates
Jared Craig, bachelor’s ’24 and master’s ’25 in public health, started a position as a government analyst with the State of Florida’s Agency for Healthcare Administration Bureau of Medicaid Policy under the Behavioral Health and Facilities Unit. In this role, he develops, coordinates and implements Florida Medicaid program policy related to behavioral health services.
Shane Mathew, doctorate in physical therapy ’23, received the 2025 American Physical Therapy Association Outstanding Physical Therapist Resident Award. After graduating from Duke University Health System’s orthopaedic residency training program in 2024, he accepted a position as a senior physical therapist at Duke Health and associate faculty in the Doctor of Physical Therapy program at the Duke School of Medicine. He primarily treats patients with complex musculoskeletal conditions and chronic pain, survivors of polytrauma and athletes returning to sport. He also serves as a mentor for student-led screening nights at a local substance abuse recovery center and as faculty for Duke’s interprofessional emergency department clinic. This fall, he will begin a Duke Health fellowship in orthopaedic manual physical therapy to hone his skills in patient management and clinical leadership.

