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Dear [Name],

I’m writing as Chair of the Department of Surgery to share some of the proud moments that carry forward the legacy you helped build.

· Sepsis & Critical‑Illness Research Center (SCIRC) – National Institutes of Health PS0 & RM 1 grants and Department of Defense support are driving precision medicine and AI‑powered ICU analytics that are already shaping national guidelines.
· Training Innovation – Our National Institute of General Medical Sciences‑funded T32 (GM‑008721) and RM‑1 Pilot (GM‑139690) equip MD trainees and early investigators with cutting‑edge inflammation biology expertise.
· Resident Experience – Ranked in the top 30 by Doximity, our residency program fosters technically brilliant surgeons who are also leaders and advocates for patient care.
· Aortic Excellence – The UF Aortic Disease Center performs approximately 1,000 aortic procedures and evaluates 2,500-plus patients per year, underscoring our surgical excellence.

Your support keeps this momentum alive. The Resident Support Fund funds essential resources, conferences, training, and wellbeing initiatives that enable our residents to focus entirely on learning and patient care. A gift, no matter the size, fuels the next wave of surgical innovation.
Donate online today: UFgive.to/Surgery.

Thank you for staying connected and for investing in the future of UF Surgery.

With deep appreciation,
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Gilbert R. Upchurch, Jr, M.D.
Edward M. Copeland III and Ann & Ira Horowitz Chair
Professor of Vascular Surgery
UF College of Medicine
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