February 2026 – News You Can Use
Highlighted areas need to be edited

Quick Links:
FY26 Gator Club® & Affiliate Group Resources

FY26 Gator Club & Affiliate Group Handbook

FY26 Post-Event Report

Event Proposal Form

Gator Club® & Affiliate Group YouTube Channel 

Certificate of Insurance request

Faculty Speaker request

Athletic Speaker request

Marketing request (*all email requests require a 6 week notice prior to send date)

Zoom Meeting request 

Upcoming Events

UF Memories


Opening Paragraph
We have an action-packed month ahead of us!  We are looking forward to seeing and hearing all the great things you are doing!  Coming up this month we have: 
· 2/19/2026 Gator Nation Giving Day – join over half a million Gator Alumni in supporting the University of Florida, programs, research, our students, Gator Clubs, and Affiliate Groups through your donations!  
· 2/20 to 20/22/2026 – Join your fellow Gator Club and Affiliate Group Board members for a weekend of learning and laughing at the Alumni Volunteer Leadership Conference (AVLC).  Be sure to register before 2/6/2026 and join us in Gainesville!  
As always, thank you for sharing your time, leadership, and passion with the UF Alumni Association!  Go Gators!

* If you know of an officer or director not receiving this email, please email Shirley Lynn.


Announcements

Virtual Office Hours
Office Hours for February will be an open format.  Our team will be online and available for everyone to hop on and ask your burning questions.  We will do a brief review of AVLC for any who missed January Office Hours.  
· February Office Hours will be February 12 from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm.  
· Click here to view previous month’s office hours recordings. 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Staff Update – Welcome Senior Director of Alumni Engagement, Brent Hurley!
Brent W. Hurley, M.Ed., Senior Director of Alumni Engagement
Brent Hurley recently began his role as Senior Director of Alumni Engagement at the University of Florida Alumni Association. In this role, Brent reports to the Executive Director and oversees signature events, alumni volunteer engagement, and UF Alumni Association Board relations. He works closely with UF Advancement to develop strategies that strengthen advocacy, grow membership, and encourage philanthropic support, while ensuring alumni involvement aligns with the university’s broader advancement priorities.

Brent brings over 16 years of experience in advancement, including alumni engagement and major gift fundraising. Before joining UF, he directed alumni relations for Penn State’s College of Health and Human Development, engaging more than 79,000 alumni and supporting initiatives that advanced philanthropy. His background also includes work with the Penn State Alumni Association—the world’s largest dues-paying alumni association—where he managed international alumni travel and education programs, as well as other development and alumni relations roles across Penn State. Earlier in his career, Brent worked as an academic adviser and school counselor and also performed as an entertainer with Royal Caribbean International. 
A native of Pennsylvania, Brent earned a B.A. in Communication and Arts from Juniata College and an M.Ed. in Counselor Education from Penn State. He values inclusive engagement and lifelong connections that enrich the alumni experience.

AVLC – Registration Deadline is February 6, 2026
Who Should Attend?	AVLC is open to all Gator Club and Affiliate Group Board Members
When is AVLC?	February 20-22, 2026
What is AVLC?  	AVLC is a conference for Gator Club and Affiliate Group leaders to connect, collaborate, and celebrate the unrelenting spirit of the Gator Nation.
How do I learn More?  Click here to learn more

Gator Nation Giving Day – February 19
· All Clubs and Groups should have your unique Giving Day Link.  
· Leaderboards will not be visible until Giving Day, However, your club’s/group’s page is live and can begin accepting gifts! 
· Here are a few things you all can do now through Giving Day:
· Promote on Social Media: Share the link on your club or group’s social media channels. Use the Gator Nation Giving Day resources to create your own content or consider resharing content from the UFAA. 
· Include in E-Newsletters: Feature your Giving Day link in your upcoming newsletter. 
· Share with Gator Friends and Family: Extend the reach by encouraging members to share your Giving Day link with their friends and family who bleed Orange and Blue!
· Sign up as a Giving Day Ambassador: Let’s spread the word about Giving Day! Sign up to become a Giving Day Ambassador and select your Club or Group at registration. You’ll receive a personal fundraising link and additional resources to help you promote Giving Day. Every gift made through your personal link will go directly to your Club or Group. Plus, when two or more people give using your link, you’ll receive a pair of exclusive Giving Day socks. The deadline to sign up is Thursday, February 18. Please contact Emilee Cronin with any questions.

Gator Nation Giving Day Competition – Awarded to Gator Clubs and Affiliate Groups
· We will select one Gator Club and one Affiliate Group for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place for the Highest Percentage of Increase of Donors over 2025
· 1st Place - $1,000 award to the winning club/group scholarship fund
· 2nd Place – Two tickets to the winning club/group for the 2026 Football Season Opener against FAU on September 5, 2026.
· 3rd Place – A Todd Golden Autographed Basketball to the winning club/group 

Spring 2026 Scholarships – Need your notification letters and payments ASAP
· Email Letters to Shirley at salynn@ufl.edu and include: 
· Recipients’ names
· UFID number
· Semester(s) the scholarship is to be awarded
· How will the scholarship be funded? Your local bank account, a fund housed at UF, or both?
· If you are sending a check to us: Send all checks with a copy of your letter to: UF Alumni Association
Attn: Gifts Processing
PO Box 14425
Gainesville, FL 32604
It takes about three weeks from the time we process your scholarship information for the funds to be disbursed to the students. If you have any questions about this process, please email Shirley Lynn.

Reminders

Mid-Year Financial Report were due January 15, 2026
If you have not completed your mid-year financial report, please do so ASAP.  
· This is for all financial activity from July 1 to December 31. 
· CLICK HERE to access the Mid-Year Financial Report 
· To complete – download and save to your desktop, fill in all required fields, and save the copy.  Send the document and a copy of the club’s/group’s bank statement ending 12/31/25 via email to Shirley Lynn as soon as possible.

Save the Date: Alumni Weekend June 25-27, 2026
Gator Leaders, get ready for a new tradition! The Inaugural Alumni Weekend is launching as UF's premier alumni celebration, bringing the best of the Gator Nation experience into one dynamic weekend. Visit the official Alumni Weekend website to learn more, and be on the lookout for registration that will open in early 2026! 

Event Proposals
All Clubs/Groups are required to complete the Event Proposal Form for events that need additional support from UFAA. For events where there is an added risk, please make sure you complete this form so we can assist your organization as necessary. These events include but are not limited to:
· When additional insurance is needed
· Trips involving transportation (bus trips, road trips, etc.)
· Sporting events (fishing tournaments, Clay Shoots, basketball tournaments, kickball tournaments, pickleball tournaments, etc.)
· All other situations where it is unclear if approval is required in advance of the event, particularly those involving an increased risk of injury to participants, or heightened potential for liability or reputational harm to the Club®/Group, the University of Florida Alumni Association, or the University of Florida.
Please let us know if you have any questions or need any additional information as we’ll be more than happy to assist you.

Post-Event Report Reminder 
Post-Event Reports must be submitted for your events to count towards your activity designation. Don’t wait!  Submit your Post-event reports as soon as they happen to ensure you capture all the exciting details about your event!   Click here to complete post-event reports for your FY2025-26 events.  
IMPORTANT DATES

· Gator Day in Tallahassee – February 12, 2026
· Gator Nation Giving Day – February 19, 2026
· Alumni Volunteer Leadership Conference – February 20-22, 2026
· Virtual Office Hours – February 12, 2026 at 5:00 PM
· Clay Day with First Gen Alumni Association & Atlanta Gator Club – February 27, 2026
· Virtual Office Hours – March 12, 2026
· Virtual Office Hours – April 9, 2026
· Virtual Office Hours – May 9, 2026
· International Gator Day – May 16, 2026


CONTACT 

We are here to assist you in any way we can. Our regular office hours are Monday through Friday from 8:00am - 5:00pm. Please do not hesitate to contact Courtney at courtney.quirie@ufl.edu, David at david.r@ufl.edu, Kiefer at kiefchief@ufl.edu or Shirley at salynn@ufl.edu with any questions.

Go Gators,

Your Gator Club® and Affiliate Group Team
Courtney Quirie, David Rountree, Kiefer Fairbanks, and Shirley Lynn
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