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Quick Links: (include same as Feb 2026)

Opening Paragraph
February was a truly remarkable month for the University of Florida community. Gator Nation Giving Day exceeded expectations, with nearly X,XXX individual donations and contributions totaling more than $XXX,XXX from our Gator Clubs® and Affiliate Groups. Your unwavering support undoubtedly made a substantial difference. And many of you gathered in Gainesville for an engaging and informative Alumni Volunteer Leadership Conference.

As we look ahead, there are numerous exciting events on the horizon, including tributes to outstanding achievements: the Gator100 recognition in April and the inaugural Alumni Weekend in June that will include the 40 Gators Under 40 celebration and Grand Guard Reunion.

* If you know of an officer or director not receiving this email, please email Shirley Lynn.

Announcements

Virtual Office Hours
This month’s virtual office hours is scheduled for Thursday, March 12 from 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM (EDT) via Zoom. 
· Learn about Alumni Weekend, June 25–27, 2026, where Gators of all generations reconnect back home in the SWAMP! Hear how your volunteers can help spread the word, engage alumni in their communities, and promote this unforgettable gathering back in the Swamp! 
· Learn how your Club/Group can participate in International Gator Day to make a meaningful impact through service in your local community; gather ideas, resources, and next steps to engage your volunteers in this annual Gator tradition!
· Click here to view previous month’s office hours recordings. 

Scholarship Survey
Last year Gator Clubs and Affiliate Groups awarded $500,000 in scholarships to University of Florida Students. As we move towards decision day on March 13, we are discussing the Admitted Students list with our Admissions team.  We do not know when we will receive the admitted students list this year.   
 
We want to keep our scholarship momentum going!  UFAA is creating a Scholarship website that will host ALL the Gator Club and Affiliate Group Scholarships offered.  This resource will be shared with our Admissions Office and available for incoming students to find all scholarships located in one spot.   
 
We need your updated scholarship information as soon as possible to add to the webpage.  We will begin adding scholarship information to the webpage and share the live link in April.  Please complete this form and share your scholarship application details with us by April 1.  

Stand up and Holler: Gator Nation Giving Day
Once again, the Gator Nation proved that when we come together, anything is possible. On Feb. 19, 2026, thousands united to champion and support the University of Florida and the people and communities we serve during the sixth annual Stand Up & Holler: Gator Nation Giving Day.

Thank you to all our members who participated by Standing Up for UF and showing how you’re #AllForTheGators. Over XXX donors made gifts to show their Gator Club pride. In addition, UFAA Affiliate groups saw over XXX donors to their causes on Giving Day. Visit the impact page to see how generous gifts made on this day are transforming lives at UF and beyond.

We anticipate having the final lists from our Annual Giving partners by the end of this month and our team will be crunching the numbers for the competition to see who had the highest percentage increase in donors.  Stay tuned for updates soon!  

We will also be sending out stewardship materials (thank you cards and envelopes) along with your lists so that you can thank your donors.  Please email Shirley Lynn at salynn@ufl.edu by March 30th to let us know what address you would like your stewardship materials mailed to.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk189646150]Congratulations to our Clubbie Award Winners!
On Friday, February 20, we celebrated the successes of our Gator Clubs® and Affiliate Groups at the FY24-25 Clubbie Awards ceremony. Please help us congratulate these amazing Gator Clubs®, Affiliate Groups, and volunteers:  
· [bookmark: _Hlk189654672]Outstanding Gator Club:
Gotham Gator Club®
· Outstanding Affiliate Group:
Association of Hispanic Alumni
· Leader of the Year:
Kevin Crowsyn, Association of Military Alumni
· Outstanding Gator Club® Communications:
Central Florida Gator Club® 
· Outstanding Affiliate Group Communications:
Association of Military Alumni 
· Gator Club® Partnership Award:
Central Florida Gator Club®
· Affiliate Group Partnership Award:
Gator Band Alumni Association
· Collaboration Award:
NYC Summer Happy Hour Series
     Gotham Gator Club
     Association of Asian Alumni
     Association of Black Alumni
     Association of Hispanic Alumni
     Association of LGBTQ+ Alumni
     Association of Military Alumni
     First-Generation Alumni Association
     Florida Blue Key Alumni Association
     Florida Cicerone Alumni Association
     Gator Band Alumni Association
Major Alan Rogers Joint Scholarship
     Association of Military Alumni
     Association of Black Alumni
     Association of LGBTQ+ Alumni
· Gator Club® Innovation Award:
Daytona Beach Gator Club® - Daytona Beach Immersion Trip
· Affiliate Group Innovation Award:
Association of LGBTQ+ Alumni – Orange, Blue & All of You: Gator Pride Gala
· Gator Club® Engagement Award:
Gotham Gator Club® 
· Affiliate Group Engagement Award:
Association of Hispanic Alumni 
· Regional Director Awards:
Region 1:  Melanie Garcia, Gator Club® of Miami
Region 2:  Sarasota County Gator Club®
Region 3:  Paulette Santa-Parzons, Tampa Gator Club®  
Region 4:  Space Coast Gator Club® 
Region 5:  Gator Club® of Jacksonville
Region 6:  Panhandle Gator Club®
Region 7:  Claudette Pate, Southern Crescent Gator Club® 
Region 8:  Tyrel Clayton, New England Gator Club®
Region 9:  Northwest Arkansas Gator Club® 
Region 10:  Kristy Williford, Rocky Mountain Gator Club® 
Affiliate Group:  Association of Military Alumni

NCAA Tournament Bracket Contests 
As tournament season approaches, we wanted to remind you that your club/group should not host or sponsor a “bracket contest”. Basketball tournament brackets contests that may result in money or other prizes, when held by UF-related entities (including Gator Clubs® and Affiliate Groups), violate NCAA regulations and are not allowed.  Additionally, they may violate local or state gambling laws.

International Gator Day Survey
International Gator Day will be held on Saturday, May 16, 2026. Please complete the IGD Survey to share the details about your International Gator Day plans. If you are still finalizing details, provide as much information as possible at this time and our staff will follow up with your club to get final details as we get closer to the International Gator Day. If your Gator Club or Affiliate Group registers an event no later than April 1st, you will be sent your marketplace code for the IGD Marketplace.

Membership Reminder
Active membership in the UF Alumni Association is required to serve on a Gator Club® or Affiliate Group board.  In reviewing officer lists recently, we’ve discovered a number of board members whose annual memberships have expired since the beginning of the fiscal year.  If you are an annual member, please check your status on the Gator Nation App and renew at your earliest convenience.

Marketing Requests
Don’t forget that your club/group may request Email blasts and Facebook boosts as additional marketing opportunities. The number of these resources per year is dependent on your Club’s activity designation; Clubs and groups must submit a Marketing Request to use this benefit. The Marketing Request form can be found here. As a reminder, all email requests must be submitted at least six-weeks prior to the desired send date. 


Reminders

Mid-Year Financial Report were due January 15, 2026
If you have not completed your mid-year financial report, please do so ASAP.  
· This is for all financial activity from July 1 to December 31. 
· CLICK HERE to access the Mid-Year Financial Report 
· To complete – download and save to your desktop, fill in all required fields, and save the copy.  Send the document and a copy of the club’s/group’s bank statement ending 12/31/25 via email to Shirley Lynn as soon as possible.

Save the Date: Alumni Weekend June 25-27, 2026
Gator Leaders, get ready for a new tradition! The Inaugural Alumni Weekend is launching as UF's premier alumni celebration, bringing the best of the Gator Nation experience into one dynamic weekend. Visit the official Alumni Weekend website to learn more, and be on the lookout for registration which will be opening soon! 

Event Proposals
All Clubs/Groups are required to complete the Event Proposal Form for events that need additional support from UFAA. For events where there is an added risk, please make sure you complete this form so we can assist your organization as necessary. These events include but are not limited to:
· When additional insurance is needed
· Trips involving transportation (bus trips, road trips, etc.)
· Sporting events (fishing tournaments, clay shoots, basketball tournaments, kickball tournaments, pickleball tournaments, etc.)
· All other situations where it is unclear if approval is required in advance of the event, particularly those involving an increased risk of injury to participants, or heightened potential for liability or reputational harm to the Club®/Group, the University of Florida Alumni Association, or the University of Florida.
Please let us know if you have any questions or need any additional information as we’ll be more than happy to assist you.

Post-Event Report Reminder 
Post-Event Reports must be submitted for your events to count towards your activity designation. Don’t wait!  Submit your Post-event reports as soon as they happen to ensure you capture all the exciting details about your event!   Click here to complete post-event reports for your FY2025-26 events.  

IMPORTANT DATES

· Virtual Office Hours – March 12, 2026
· Virtual Office Hours – April 9, 2026
· Virtual Office Hours – May 7, 2026
· International Gator Day – May 16, 2026


CONTACT 

We are here to assist you in any way we can. Our regular office hours are Monday through Friday from 8:00am - 5:00pm. Please do not hesitate to contact Courtney at courtney.quirie@ufl.edu, David at david.r@ufl.edu, Kiefer at kiefchief@ufl.edu or Shirley at salynn@ufl.edu with any questions.

Go Gators,

Your Gator Club® and Affiliate Group Team
Courtney Quirie, David Rountree, Kiefer Fairbanks, and Shirley Lynn

